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Habitat for       

Humanity,          

in partnership    

with God          

and with the    

support of a     

caring community, 

works to provide 

decent, affordable   

housing for      

people in need. 

   The availability of affordable land in Fred-
ericksburg and Gillespie County remains 
Habitat’s biggest challenge.  Rising land val-
ues and costs inhibit the construction of our 
homes, as the property price can often ex-
ceed the house building cost.   
   We ask the public to please look toward 
the discounting, donation, or bequeathing of 
building lots for Habitat homes.  Habitat 
houses can be built on smaller (4500 sq ft) 
lots within the city.  

   With the many helping 
hands of the volunteer   
Care-A-Vanners alongside 
our local crew, work has 
begun on Habitat House 
#17 located at 543 Chapar-
ral Drive on 290 East.  

   This is Habitat’s first 
county build, which pre-
sents its own sets of chal-
lenges.  Though located on 
an acre of property, due to 
septic regulations, Habitat 
can only place one house on 
the lot.  This house will re-
quire the aforementioned 
septic system, and a water 
well and pump.  

   However, the property 
does boast an existing gar-
age and storage area, some-
thing not normally included 
in Habitat builds. The 
fenced lot is heavily treed, 
so will require additional 
arboreal maintenance, as 
well as mowing and trim-
ming, by the new family. 

  The house will be a bit 
bigger  than previous Habi-
tat homes, as the larger lot 
allows for both front and 
back porches. Habitat board 
member and home design-
er, Chad Faucheux, has cre-
ated an efficient and family 
friendly floor plan. 



 

Knights (of Columbus) Work Days 
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  St. Mary’s Church 

Knights of Columbus 

(and friends) spent 

a March weekend 

installing insulation 

and hanging sheet-

rock in House #17.  

   We thank them 

for their help and 

look forward to 

working with other 

groups as we com-

plete the interior. 

   Habitat is pleased 

to announce the    

addition of three 

new board mem-

bers and a new    

volunteer building 

supervisor: 

Michaella Dietrich- 

  A graduate of Texas 

Tech University of 

Law, Michaella is a 

real estate, estate 

planner, and small 

business lawyer with 

Showalter Law Firm.  

 

Mike Eilers- 

   Married to Judy, a 

retired SMS school 

teacher. They are 

blessed with 5 chil-

dren and 18 grand-

children.  Mike retired 

from the medical 

management consult-

ing field after 34 

years. 

 

Missy Shelton- 

   A native Texan, 

daughter of  a com-

mercial builder, and a 

realtor with Century 

21 Sunset Realtors, 

Missy is married to 

Brice and  has two 

daughters. 

 

Pat Smith-         

Well known as a local 

building contractor, 

Pat is multi talented, 

also specializing in 

woodworking, stained 

concrete, tile, and 

wood floors.  He is 

married to Carletta 

(Langerhans). 

.   
House #17 at “dry-in” stage 

Pictured left to right:                                                                                              
Standing: Sam Aldrich, Craig Jovel, Jacob Rhodes , Wesley Crenwelge, Martha 

Juenke, Judy Eilers, Larry Pesek, Tim Carder, Keith Whitehead, Paul Jovel                                                    
Kneeling: Leonard Bench, Mike Troppy, Jimmy Lukacs                                            

Not pictured: Mike Eilers 

Thanks to HEB for donating 

cases of water and green tea 

and snacks to volunteer 

building crews!   

Thank you HEB for your  

support in our community! 
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   Work has begun 

on House #17 and 

our fundraising 

campaign, “Raise 

the Roof” is under-

way as well. 

   Donations by in-

dividuals, business, 

churches, and or-

ganizations are all 

welcome and are 

tax-deductible.   

   We would like to 

thank our anony-

mous donors for 

their contribution 

last fall of $10,000 

in the form of a 

challenge match. 

Over $18,000 in 

additional donations 

were raised! 

   Still, more  funds 

are needed, as we 

are only one-third 

of the way to our 

goal of $110,000. 

   Please help us 

“Raise the Roof”! 

Care-A-Vanners and Crew  

   The Habitat for Humanity Family Selection 

Committee is currently looking at applica-

tions for House #17.  Criteria must be met, 

including Gillespie County residency, U.S. 

legal status, current employment, financial 

capability, and need for affordable housing. 

   Applicants also undergo a background 

check, a home visit, and must put in 300 

hours of “sweat equity”  (actual labor) on the 

new home. 

   Habitat looks forward to meeting its newest 

homeowners sometime this spring! 

Fun After Five for Habitat for Humanity   

Chamber Mixer at the Nimitz Museum                                 

Family to be Selected                         

Soon for House #17 

    
Pictured- bottom row, left to right:  Brice Shelton, John Huygen, Paul 

Holmes, Carol Holmes, Idamae Downs, Leonard Bentch 

Middle row: Shirley Harvey, Brenda Guild, Betty Huygen, Bill Downs, 

Ben Vanderlugt, Dick Aide 

Back row: Richard Harvey, Ellen DeVault, Darrell DeVault, Jay Guild, 

Wayne Murphy, CE Cherry, Pete Jensen, Craig Sundermeyer, Al Bispo  

Not pictured:  Linda Aide, Suzie Harvey, Jeanette Vanderlugt, Timmie 

Cherry, Mike Eilers, Don Ingels, Pat Smith 



On The Web:  

info@fbghabitat.org  

fbghabitat.org (local)  

habitattexas.org (state)       

habitat.org (international)

Facebook.com/

FredericksburgHabitat 

  

Phone 

(830) 990– 8585 

Address: 

102 E. San Antonio St.  

Suite B Box 5 
Fredericksburg TX 78624 

78624 

 

Habitat for Humanity 

102 E. San Antonio St 

Suite B Box 5 

Fredericksburg TX 78624 

Habitat accepts a CTEC Operation Round-Up Grant at House #17 building site. 

Left to right- Mike Eilers (HFH treasurer), Michaella Dietrich (HFH board member),            
Linda Aide (Care-A-Vanner), Kelly Musselman (HFH VP), CTEC 2018 board president     

Bernard Selensky, Jessica Contreras (HFH board member), Leonard Bentch                     

(HFH secretary), Dick Aide (Care-A-Vanner team supervisor) 


